THE SANCTITY OF CONTRACTS       157

therefore requires that the mode of election should
be changed and that Trustees in future should be
elected by some other body of men. . . . The
College was formed for the public good, not for the
benefit or emolument of its Trustees; and the right
to amend and improve acts of incorporation of this-
nature has been exercised by all governments, both
monarchical and republican."

Plumer sent a copy of his message to Jeffer-
son and received a characteristic answer in reply:
"It is replete," said the Republican sage, "with
sound principles. . . . The idea that institutions'
established for the use of the nation cannot be
touched nor modified, even to make them answer
their end ... is most absurd. . . . Yet our law-
yers and priests generally inculcate this doctrine,
and suppose that preceding generations held the
earth more freely than we do; had a right to im-
pose laws on us., unalterable by ourselves; . . .
in fine, that the earth belongs to the dead and
not to the living." And so, too, apparently the
majority of the Legislature believed; for by the
measure which it promptly passed, in response to-
Plumer's message, the College was made Dart-
mouth University, the number of its trustees was
increased to twenty-one, the appointment of the